168   possible, a guarantee of the Polish cause at the time of
making peace.
This refusal had three consequences: for the Legions
disbanding and weary months in internment camps; for
the Germans a weakened force on the western front, in^
stead of the half million or more fresh soldiers they'd
counted on; for Pilsudski himself arrest and imprison-
ment.
He weighed various plans. He might seek a refuge in
Austrian Poland. He might start a rebellion against
Germany—that meant the risk of a terrible repression.
He might go to Eussia—that meant running away, de-
serting. Besides, he was convinced emigres could do
nothing decisive for Poland.
Friends warned him that the Germans would not
allow Mm to stay in Warsaw; his influence was too
great, his presence too exciting. He might go into hid-
ing—he, an old conspirator. Lastly, he might stay and
deliberately let himself be arrested, the victim of Ger-
many; then no one could say he was a tool of the
Germans; his standing with the common people would be
the greater.
After the Legions refused to take the required oath,
many P.O.W. leaders were arrested. Speculation was rife
as to what steps the Germans would take with Pilsudski.
Sosnkowski (Sos-en-kof'-skee), who had been his chief of
staff in the First Brigade, and for many years before that
his faithful collaborator, said to his friends, "They won't
arrest me—they'll take the Chief!" But he was wrong.
Pilsudski sent his letter to Von Besseler, but before it
reached him two German officers went to the house where
he was staying, very late in the evening, with an order
for Ms arrest. He was charged with criminal conspiracy
against the security of the country* He was taken in a*
motor out to the Citadel. The most frightful months of
his life had been spent there. Now in that famous Pavi-
lion X he was treated with politeness. But he could not

